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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada says Peter Nygard should be investigated for extradition to Canada
May 1, 2020

Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada
A class action complaint by 46 individuals with many detailed allegations of sexual abuse of children, has been filed against businessman Peter Nygard, in US Court.    Today, Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada asked Hon. David Lametti, Attorney General of Canada and Hon. Cliff Cullen, Attorney General of Manitoba to investigate whether Canada should request the extradition of Nygard for prosecution in this country.

"Peter Nygard is a Canadian citizen who grew up in Winnipeg and Canada's Criminal Code provides that a Canadian Citizen who commits sexual offences against children outside Canada shall be deemed to commit the offence in Canada", says David Matas, Senior Legal Counsel for Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada.   "Accordingly, this is not a matter which should be left only to foreign jurisdictions to consider."

The letter in full, from Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada to the Attorneys General is attached to this release.

For more information please contact:
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Barrister & Solicitor

Hon. David Lametti






April 30, 2020PRIVATE 
Attorney General of Canada

Government of Canada

Ottawa

Hon. Cliff Cullen

Attorney General of Manitoba

Government of Manitoba

Winnipeg, Mb.

Re: Peter Nygard

Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada requests that the Attorneys General of Canada and Manitoba investigate whether the Government of Canada should request the extradition of Peter Nygard to Canada for prosecution of sexual offences against children.  The investigation should consider whether requests should be made both to the United States and the Bahamas. 
Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada is a national, bilingual advocacy organization advancing the rights of children everywhere to be free from sexual abuse and exploitation. We are a registered charity without political or religious affiliation.

602-225 Vaughan Street

Winnipeg Manitoba

R3C 1T7

TEL: (204) 944-1881
FAX: (204) 942-1494

E-MAIL: dmatas@mts.net
Beyond Borders is the Canadian representative of ECPAT International, a global network of 118 organizations in over 100 countries. It is also the Canadian representative for the Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism. Our website can be found at his link:
http://www.beyondborders.org/en/home/
The Bahamas is identified as an extradition partner under the Canadian Extradition Act.  See

https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/E-23.01/FullText.html
Canada has an extradition treaty with the United States. See 

https://www.treaty-accord.gc.ca/text-texte.aspx?id=101323
A class action complaint filed February 13, 2020 in the United District Court for the Southern District of New York makes many allegations of sexual abuse of children against Peter Nygard.  The complaint is ninety-nine pages long and sets out the allegations in great detail, including details of ten specific victims. See

https://dicellolevitt.com/wp‑content/uploads/2020/02/Complaint.pdf 

An amended complaint filed April 24, 2020 is 247 pages long and sets out details of allegations of 46 specific victims.  See

https://www.scribd.com/document/457734212/Poursuite-contre-Peter-Nygard-et-ses-compagnies
Peter Nygard is a Canadian citizen who grew up in Winnipeg.  A co-defendant in the complaint is Nygard International, a Canadian corporation which has its administrative offices in Winnipeg. The complaint against Peter Nygard identifies him as a US permanent resident (Amended complaint paragraph 96).  Peter Nygard has a residence in the Bahamas.
The Criminal Code provides that a Canadian citizen who commits sexual offences against children outside Canada shall be deemed to commit the offence in Canada (Section 7(4.1)).  See

https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-46/page-3.html#docCont
The US Canada extradition treaty commits each country to deliver to the other persons requested for listed offences punishable by more than one year in prison (Article 2). One of the listed offences is unlawful sexual acts upon children under the age specified by the laws of both countries (Schedule, section 6).
The Bahamas Extradition Act of 1994 provides that a person is extraditable to designated countries for an offence where the sentence could be two years in prison or more, provided that the act is an offence in both countries.  Canada is one of the countries designated under the legislation. See

https://web.oas.org/mla/en/G_Countries_MLA/en_bhs-ext-law-1994.pdf
In addition to the alleged acts deemed to have been committed in Canada, there are alleged acts which the complaint states occurred in Canada.  The complaint states that 


"The Nygard Companies funded Nygard's 'pamper parties' under the Nygard brand by transferring cash from its bank account in Canada"

Amended complaint paragraph 30 e.

The complaint describes "pamper parties" as parties 


"in the Bahamas and California, under the Nygard brand, to both promote the Nygard Companies' brand and facilitate commercial sex acts. In doing so, Nygard was acting on behalf of the Nygard Companies, under the brand and reputation of the Nygard Companies, and using the Nygard Companies to commit his crimes. Nygard used fraud and deceit to knowingly lure and entice children and women to his Nygard Cay property under the false pretense of attending 'pamper parties' and promising, among other things, interviews for lucrative modeling opportunities when, in fact, he had no intention of fulfilling his empty promises."

Amended complaint paragraphs 30 c and d.

The complaint further states that:


"Nygard's 'girlfriends' were also forced to accompany him on Nygard Companies sponsored fashion tours in the United States, Canada, and elsewhere around the world, where they were required to commit commercial sex acts that satisfied his perverse sexual desires, 'recruit' new victims for him while on tour, and provide services to the Nygard Companies."

Amended complaint paragraph 30 o.

The complaint describes the term 'girlfriends' this way:


"The victims that Nygard found most attractive and sexually desirable were forced through a combination of fraud, coercion, psychological force and manipulation, and physical force, or knowing that the victim had not attained the age of eighteen years, to become full‑time sex workers, which he referred to as his 'girlfriends'."

Amended complaint paragraph 30 m.
The complaint also states that:


"Nygard used employees paid by the Nygard Companies, using Company‑owned computers, email, phones, and social‑media accounts to lure his victims to locations in the United States, the Bahamas, Canada, and elsewhere around the world, so that Nygard could use force, fraud and coercion, or knowing the victim had not attained the age of eighteen years, to cause them to engage in commercial sex acts."

Amended complaint paragraph 30 s.
Between February 13th when the original complaint was filed and February 26th, fifty other women came forward with allegations against Peter Nygard.  The majority are from Canada. See

https://www.timescolonist.com/manitoba-grapples-with-legacy-of-fashion-mogul-peter-nygard-amid-sex-allegations-1.24084834
The allegations against Peter Nygard are serious.  There is a close connection between Peter Nygard and the Nygard companies, on the one hand, and Canada and Manitoba in particular, on the other. Several of the alleged acts were stated to have occurred in Canada.  Several of the alleged victims are Canadian.  

This is accordingly not a matter which should be left only to foreign jurisdictions to consider.  The matter concerns Canada and Manitoba in particular as well. 

Peter Nygard came to Canada and Manitoba from Finland at the age of ten. His primary citizenship ties are Canadian.  Canada and Manitoba need to show initiative and leadership in this file.  

Canadian and Manitoba authorities should be prepared, if Peter Nygard returns to Canada. Even if he does not, Canada and Manitoba have a direct interest in addressing the allegations made against him. 

The Governments of Canada and Manitoba should be investigating the allegations made against Peter Nygard for the purpose of extradition even while Peter Nygard is outside of Canada. Should these investigations justify it, the Government of Canada should request  the extradition of Peter Nygard in order to prosecute him in Canada for sexual offences against children. 
Sincerely
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David Matas

Senior Legal Counsel 

Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada

